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The Clinical Microbiology Diploma, hosted by PRIDA and PPTC with support

from Burnet Institute,  will be open to Graduate medical microbiology

scientists who wish to upskill in practical medical microbiology. The aim of

the course is to sustainably and rapidly develop microbiology capacity in the

Pacific by training a sufficient number of skilled microbiology scientists. It

will foster relationships and promote a network of scientists both within and

outside the Pacific. The course, which will be hosted by a number of hospital

laboratories in the Pacific, will provide teaching that is locally applicable,

using resources that are currently available. Microbiology is very practical

and so best suits small group training with plenty of hands-on training. Local

laboratory systems and processes will be analysed and areas for

improvement will be identified and addressed. As local expertise is currently

lacking in the Pacific, the course will be facilitated by overseas trained

pathologists and senior scientists, predominantly from Australia and New

Zealand given their proximity to the Pacific Islands. Local skilled staff will be

utilised to support the program where available. 
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Course

Coordinators

and Faculty

Course Coordinators

Dr. Nicola Townell (PRIDA), Clinical Microbiologist & Infectious Disease Physician

Ms. Wendy Jackson (PRIDA), Senior Microbiology Scientist

Mr. Russell Cole (PPTC), Senior Scientist & Laboratory Quality Manager

Dr. Bianca Graves (PRIDA), Clinical Microbiologist & Infectious Disease Physician

Faculty

All faculty members are active in the Pacific region with extensive experience working in low resource settings:                                                   

A/Prof John Ferguson, Infectious Disease Physician and Clinical Microbiologist

Dr Ian Marr, Infectious Disease Physician and Clinical Microbiologist

Ms Tessa Wyllie, Senior Microbiology Scientist

Dr Chris Ashurst Smith, Senior Microbiology Scientist

Dr Khin Chaw, Infectious Disease Physician and Clinical Microbiologist

Ms Colleen Allen, Senior Microbiology Scientist 

Dr Ben Knippenberg, Infectious Disease and Clinical Microbiology Registrar

Ms Fiona Courtney, Senior Microbiology Scientist

Dr Gabriella Ak, Clinical Microbiologist, PNG

Dr Tony Elias, Clinical Microbiologist

Dr Clare Heney, Clinical Microbiologist

Dr Andrea Britton, One Health Advisor for Burnet Institute and Vet

PRIDA/PPTC  Dlploma  of  Clincal  Microbiology



Admission

Requirements 
Enrollees per year

To qualify for the program, scientists must have

completed biomedical science (or equivalent),

undergraduate training and attained a Bachelor of

Science. Experienced technicians will be considered

on a case-by-case basis. Scientists must have worked

within hospital laboratory for at least two year prior and

continue to work in the microbiology laboratory during

the period of study. The scientist must have an interest

in pursuing a career in microbiology. The home country

needs to endorse the candidate’s application for

training. 

Funding currently allows for adequate supervision of

applicants from PNG, Solomon Islands, Samoa and

Timor Leste. 



APPLICATION  PROCESS

Commitment

Personnel statement from the scientist

outlining their commitment to a career

in Microbiology and reasons to pursue

further education.

Prerequisite

Hold a Bachelor of Science certificate

Workplace Endorsement

A letter from workplace manager endorsing

the application, outlining the applicants

present duration of employment and

undertaking to support the applicant during

the period of study with regular employment

in the Microbiology department of the

laboratory.



Course
Duration:

 

1 Year



TEACHING  METHODOLOGY  (1)

Online

Weekly interactive lecture serie

(40 weeks @1hr Zoom)

Bench Training

Bench Training and Ment ioring

in home country (x3 visits,

minimum 10 hours each) 

 

*Not possible during 2021 due to

COVID-19, replaced with online

twice weekly 15 min practicals

Lab Rounds

Regular supervised lab rounds,

in person and online

Case Studies

Unique, real-life examples used

during course teaching
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TEACHING  METHODOLOGY  (2)

Assessments

Competency based

assessments - directly

observed practices, and a

competency checklist

Projects

Review of standard operating

procedure, development of new

standard operating procedure

or new method, laboratory

based Q.I project or evaluation

study 

Self-Directed

Learning

4-5 hours/week for 40 weeks 

Final Examination

Includes a written and practical

exam at the end of the course
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1 Introduction to Microbiology

CURRICULUM  OUTLINE

3

4
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6Laboratory Diagnostics

Identification of Organisms

One Health

Bacteriology - Sterile
Specimens

Bacteriology - Non- Sterile
Specimens

Tropical Diseases

Laboratory in Context
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Graduation Requirements and Criteria

Successful  attainment of  the

diploma wil l   involve:

- 100% attendance to online lecture series (in real time

or catch-up video recording)

- Successful in country training visits as determined by

visiting scientist and pathologist

- Satisfactory attendance and participation in regular

laboratory rounds (80% attendance)

- Assessments and projects must be completed to an

acceptable standard

- Pass both written and practical examination

- The candidate must show regular work attendance,

participation and satisfactory work completion during

the diploma
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Policies on Student
Progress

Duration of the course can be

extended however continued

employment within the Microbiology

department is required. 

Funding

Program is provided free of charge.

Lecturers are kindly donating their time

and expertise. 

Fleming Fund Country Grant PNG has

provided funds to cover costs to develop

program.
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